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hometown ai^were married in 1955
years of age ' Bil1 in the back his brotber

In 1958 he went to Oklahoma
Johnmthefront

State University (OSU) in Stillwater to pursue graduate work. Mahler re-

ceived his M.S. degree in Botany/Plant Taxonomy from OSUin 1960,

working under U.T. Waterfall. For the next six years he served as an assis-

teaching botany and establishing the HSUherbarium. Subsequently he

continued his graduate studies by attending the University of Tennessee at

Knoxville where he received a Ph.D. in Botany/Plant Taxonomy in 1968.

Upon graduation he joined the faculty of Southern Methodist University

(SMU) in Dallas, became editor and publisher of Sida, Contributions to

Botany in 1971 following the death of L.H. Shinners, and assumed leader-

ship of the SMUherbarium in 1973. Mahler was publisher of Sida, Botanical

js visible fromthe Miscellany after he and Barney Lipscomb founded the journal in 1987. Under

that copy after a buddy his guidance and own collecting, the SMUherbarium grew by 72,000

and ask for it.' specimens, eventually reaching about 400,000.
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native flora of Texas. Other notable publications included the Keys to the Plants of Black Gap Wildlife Manage-

ment Area, Brewster County, Texas (1971), Flora of Taylor County, Texas (1973), and The Mosses of Texas (1980).

Mahler’s specialties include Fabaceae, Baccharis (Asteraceae), mosses, floristics, pollen morphology, and the

study of endangered plant species. In 1988, Mahler was the first recipient of the Harold Beaty Award from the

Texas Organization of Endangered Species for his work with endangered plant species in Texas. The Native

Plant Society of Texas again honored Mahler in 1995 with the Charles Leonard Weddle Memorial Award in

recognition of a lifetime of service and devotion to Texas native plants. Mahler also served on the Board of

Consultants for the North Texas Poison Center, Parkland Hospital, Dallas, Texas. He assisted the Poison Cen-

ter in identifying plants and mushrooms implicated mostly in human poisoning cases.

In 1987 SMUput its herbarium on permanent loan to a newly created organization. The Botanical Re-

search Institute of Texas (BRIT). Mahler received early retirement from SMU(Associate Professor Emeritus )

and served as the first Director of BRIT (1987-1992). Along with Andrea McFadden and long-time associate

Barney Lipscomb, they were instrumental in its establishment as a free-standing research institution.

In 1993, S.H. Sohmer assumed directorship of BRIT, and Bill served as Director Emeritus (1993-2013).

After retiring, he returned with his loving wife to his childhood home of Iowa Park, Texas, where he enjoyed

and shared life experiences with his many friends, family, and grandchildren. Hewas a native Iowa Parkan and

proud of his home town. There he kept his fingers in botany, attended many BRIT functions in Fort Worth

(often with Iowa Park friends, introducing them to BRIT), and worked tirelessly on the genealogy of the Mahler

family. The taxonomist in him never retired. OnJuly 2, 2013, Bill retired to his final resting place adjacent to

his father, mother, and brother in Highland Cemetery, Iowa Park, Texas.
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PERSONALTRIBUTES TO

WILLIAM F. MAHLER

Bill Mahler was a new faculty memberwhen I arrived on the SMUcampus in 1968. His appearance in faculty

meetings was always an occasion to visit with a valuable memberof the faculty who was not located in Fondren

Science building but in the basement of the Science & Engineering Library. I recall a joint field trip to the Big

Bend region of Texas with Bill and several staff members of the Dallas Museumof Natural History, and wewere

all taken back by Bill’s great knowledge of the plants there. Wehad no idea he was writing a monograph on

them. Bill was always a friendly person, eager to share his knowledge of plants.

—JohnUbelaker, Biology Department , Southern Methodist University, Dallas

Remembrance for Dr. M.—Dr. Mahler was my graduate adviser at Southern Methodist University in Dallas,

Texas, over 35 years ago. I met Dr. Mahler in 1977 when I had just moved to Dallas after getting myunder-

graduate degree in Botany at University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. I wanted to talk with him about the

graduate program in Botany at SMU. He suggested that I wait one year before coming to graduate school be-

cause SMUwas hiring 2 more professors with botanical/ecological expertise, and he thought there would be a

more well-rounded program for me. As usual, he always thought about what was best for the student. He was

absolutely correct, I waited one year and started myclasses in 1978 with Dr. Mahler as mygraduate adviser. He

taught memuch about plants, mosses and lichens, pollen, etc., but the thing he taught best was humility. He

guided you gently, he listened intently (while squatting), and he never made you feel as though any question

you asked was dumb, even if it was! He opened many doors for meprofessionally, and 1 am forever grateful. I

amsure that the successes 1 have had as a botanist throughout mycareer are because of his unwavering belief

in myabilities and me.

Dr. Mahler loved plants, especially the flora of North Texas! He understood at a very deep level how im-

portant plants are for people, how important the SMUHerbarium was for botanical science, and how impor-

tant it was to teach people about plants and their significance for humanity. The Botanical Research Institute of

Texas is his legacy! I think Texas has lost a true Texan. He was, without a doubt, the best major professor a

student could have! He was a gifted scholar, a remarkable teacher, and most of all a truly wonderful human

being. It is with great fondness that I remember the venerable Dr. Mahler from Iowa Park. Dr. Mahler, you were

my favorite professor of all time and you will be sorely missed!

—PeggyOlwell, Washington, DC

William F. Mahler .—Dedicated educator, passionate, wonderfully sweet man. Dr. Mahler opened up a whole

botanical world to his students which wenever considered. After taking an elective class in Botany, Dr. Mahler

introduced me to the world of mosses and fungi. Wetraveled all over north Texas and Oklahoma in search of

mosses. He worked tirelessly to preserve the SMUHerbarium collection for generations of students. I was one

of those many fortunate students blessed by his knowledge and passion for the plant life we studied.

The plant world knows Dr. Mahler as a taxonomist and botanist who was passionate about Texas flora,

the SMUHerbarium, and BRIT. But Dr. Mahler was more than an outstanding botanist. Hewas a good friend,

mentor, and surrogate dad. He always had time for his students, and unlike many professors who maintain an

academic aloofness from their students. Dr. Mahler was a warm and caring friend who was concerned about

his students’ welfare not only in the classroom but also outside of the classroom. Dr. Mahler was a manof tre-

mendous character, singularly committed to his work, his family, the Herbarium, and to his home town of

Iowa Park. I fondly remember Dr. Mahler quietly encouraging and always positive with pipe in hand. He was

the epitome of integrity, honesty, and curiosity.

Someone once wrote, “A friend should be one in whose understanding and virtue we can equally confide, and

whose opinion we can value at once for its justness and its sincerity.” Dr. Mahler was just such a friend. I greatly

valued his suggestions as he provided me invaluable advice particularly when I was making a career choice.

Although I did not pursue a flora-related career, he supported meas I chose a law career. I, like many of his
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grabbed. Wenow knew that the plant did not grow so dose to the creek banks as did Amorpha fruticosa, but

high on the banks above the creeks. Knowing this, we eventually found two more sites.

1 worked with Bill and Barney Lipscomb at SMUuntil the new Botanical Research Institute of Texas was

formed in 1987. Whenwe moved to the new location in Fort Worth in 1991, Bill and I supervised the move of

the herbarium cases and library books from the herbarium at SMU, and Barney and Andrea supervised the

unloading of the trucks at the new building in Fort Worth. Bill stayed on at BRIT for a number of years until

Bill Mahler was an incredible individual, very intelligent, focused, professional, the consummate gentle-

man, and admired friend to all. I will never forget the time I spent with him.

—Robert J. O’Kennon, Fort Worth

Bill Mahler: A Man to Remember!—One of the reasons 1 hate getting older is losing friends and people I have

known. Bill Mahler was one of those people 1 hated losing, although I had not seen much of him in the couple

or three years before he passed. My lasting impression of Bill will always be when 1 came to BRIT for the first

time in 1992 to interview for the director’s position that Bill was stepping down from. I found Bill, Barney

Lipscomb, and a couple of other people in a 10,000-square-foot warehouse in what was then “outer Siberia” of

downtown Fort Worth. Hewas a solid, tough guy, with a curmudgeonly and stubborn streak in him, but some-

one who knew who he was. There are not many people who can qualify as an Army Ranger, but he was one of

those. He always seemed to have a cigarette dangling from his Ups and used “F.Y.I." (“For Your Information”) a

lot. Since I also smoked in those days (but gave it up after accepting the director’s position of BRIT), he and I

would occasionally hang out on the second floor outside stairwell sharing a smoke. What was also startling

was that when I saw him at BRIT, I realized that this was the same person I had met when 1 started graduate

work at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville: he was leaving with a fresh Ph.D. and had been an older stu-

dent having gone back to school after doing his time in Korea. I amcertain that the second floor outside stair-

well on Pecan Street in downtown Fort Worth, in BRIT’s original building, will always have BiU’s spirit there

that will last much longer than the cigarette butts left behind during his time in that building. Farewell to you,

good friend. I will always remember you fondly, and from all of us at BRIT, thank you!

—S.H. Sohmer, President, Botanical Research Institute of Texas, Fort Worth

Bill Mahler Leaves a Great Legacy. —Bill helped us create a truly significant and lasting institution. Wecould not

have done what wedid with our other board colleagues if it weren’t for him. Just think of what a big move it was

for Bill to go from tenure at SMUto a warehouse in downtown Fort Worth under the auspices of a bunch of

neophytes! He leaves a great legacy [Botanical Research Institute of Texas].

—EdBass, Fort Worth

Dr. William F. Mahler: MyFriend and Colleague —
1975-1981 (The Formative Years of MyCareer)

Mr. Robert Ziegler and Dr. Mickey Cooper were professors at Cameron University, in Lawton, Oklahoma, who

stimulated myinterest in botany and, more specifically, taxonomy of aquatic plants, under Dr. Cooper. In 1973

I was accepted into graduate school in the botany department at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville.

Once on campus, I met Dr. Edwin B. Smith, the taxonomist and discovered the herbarium. In the spring of

1975, 1 was finishing mymaster’s thesis and was on myway to becoming a botanist. After graduation, I won-

dered where I would get a job or what path I would follow. Under the direction of myadviser at the University

of Arkansas, Dr. Edwin B. Smith, I conducted a floristic survey of the aquatic plants of North Central Arkansas.

One of the last things to finish with my thesis was to visit the herbarium at Southern Methodist University in

Dallas. Since SMUhad the Delzie Demaree Herbarium, an extensive collection of Arkansas plants, studying

the Demaree collections was essential for any serious floristic and distributional research on Arkansas plants.

Upon arrival at SMU, I met the herbarium botanist, Mr. Jerry Flook, and the director of the herbarium, Dr. Wil-



from the herbarium for another job. The position of herbarium botanist at SMUwould soon be open for appli-

cations, and Dr. Mahler invited meto apply. 1 submitted an application and, lo and behold, on August 20, 1975,

1 launched mybotanical and herbarium botanist career at SMUwith some hesitation and trepidation. Dallas,

once surrounded by cotton fields, was a big city that seemed far away from the rolling red plains of southwest-

ern Oklahoma, where 1 was born and raised on a cotton farm near Temple, Oklahoma. I might have felt at home
in Dallas a century earlier when it was the world center for the cotton trade, but cotton was in the past in Dallas

in 1975. 1 needed support and guidance in a city of 850,000-plus people. Dr. Mahler was a new boss, but, more

important, he was a link to a familiar way of rural life. Dr. Mahler was born and raised in Iowa Park, Texas, a

small rural community some 35 miles southwest of Temple, Oklahoma, mybirthplace. Bill owned a farm in

Oklahoma about 15 minutes as the crow flies from where 1 grew up—all comforting to a country boy in a big

city like Dallas. Dr. Mahler gave meconfidence that Dallas would be good for me. So, I lifted myhead high, and
a lifelong friendship and professional relationship began with Dr. Mahler. 1 always called him Dr. Mahler until

much later in life, when, years after retirement, I simply called him Bill. After all, working side by side in the

SMUherbarium and sometimes in the classroom, taking field trips together, attending meetings, enjoying

lunch and coffee almost every day, identifying plants together, and simply working with each other for almost

38 years, we were more than colleagues, we were close friends. His family became my family, and in more
senses than one, 1 was a sibling of the Mahler family. I enjoyed everything from dinners at the Mahler home to

tching Monday Night Football with them. Bill became mybotanical mentor, field companion, and a confidant

:, and after I went through a divorce in 1976, Bill and his sweetis death. The family

vife, L along with myo

Fin 1968 a

ere my life support. My life turned out for the better

rter-time professor in the biology department, located in the

Fondren Science Building, and as a one-quarter-time employee of the herbarium, located in the basement of the

Science and Engineering Library. Lloyd H. Shinners (1918-1971) was director of the herbarium, and Bill as-

sumed the directorship after Lloyd’s death. Fondren Science and the science library were on the north side of
the campus, with only a parking lot separating them. Not long after myarrival at SMU, Bill sometimes invited
me to assist him with his taxonomy classes, in Fondren, and with labs, usually in the herbarium. The class-

room and laboratory interaction with Bill, which was over and beyond myherbarium duties, slowly gave me
confidence and a sense of place and purpose. After teaching class in Fondren Science, Bill would return to the
herbarium, which he used as his official office. WhenBill was away from the herbarium, my life in the base-
ment was often quite isolated from the academic world above ground. Bill was myconnection to the academic
life at SMU. Mydaily herbarium activities were regularly interrupted by science library staff looking for her-
barium books and journals being requested through interlibrary loan or by the occasional visiting scientist;

Ddzie Demaree in those early years was a regular visitor. Otherwise, my routine as a herbarium botanist in-
volved a diversity of duties that included processing loans and exchanges, filing Gray Herbarium Index cards,
processing and mounting plant specimens, filing specimens, identifying specimens, selecting botanical books
for purchase by the library, shelving new books and journals, and overseeing work-study students Every day
at least during the school year. Bill and I would sit at a table in the herbarium basement and have our lunch, ai
the very same place where Lloyd Shinners used to sit and sort plants. Wediscussed everything from Shinners
to botanical topics to SMUpolitics to local and national news. BUI was myadvocate atSMU, always looking out
for meand trying to improve the quality of mylife. Mystarting salary in 1975 was $7,500 and after six months
I got a hefty $500 raise.

1**7 12 m°7 hs 0r 50 doin S her banum work. Bill introduced me to the publishing world of botany. In
1976, Sida, Contributions to Botany, the journal Bill had inherited from Shinners, its founder and private pub-
lisher, was a 15-year-old taxonomic journal. After Shinners died, it was uncertain whether the journal wouldsun™ hu. tndeed it Ih» today in prim and digital formats around the world because of several people, in-
cludmgjohn W. Thieret, but pnmanly because of the dedication and perseverance of Bill Mahler. In 1976, the
journal wasmits sixth volume, and in its early daysavolume had multiple issues, sometimes as many as seven.
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ger, all 1 had to do was select a 17th-century herbal, Linnaeus’ Species Plantarum (1753), or an early issue of

Curtis Botanical Magazine (1787) from the shelves of Stunners’ library and examine or feel the letterpress print

on the pages. There is hardly anything quite like the feel of letterpress printing, which was the norm until the

mid-20th century, when offset printing was developed.

Myherbarium duties were first and foremost, but at every opportunity I assisted Bill with the journal. In

1977, after one year of working with Bill on the journal, he appointed meas assistant editor; I was made full edi-

tor in 1982, but still with herbarium duties. In 1987, Bill and I cofounded the monographic book series, Sida,

Botanical Miscellany. Through it all, I received inspiration and guidance from mycolleague and friend, William

F. Mahler. Hewas the light unto mypath toward becoming even a semblance of an editor.

Early 1980s (The Struggle for Existence)

With the 1980s came social, economic, and broad change at SMU. Personal computers were introduced but,

more significantly, an economic change came, with the housing market crash, the savings-and-loan crisis, and
NCAA’s “death penalty,” canceling SMU’s 1987 football season. With all of this happening, there were serious

budget problems and space issues all over campus. As a result, the herbarium and library came under a watch-
ful administrative eye. All the while, Bill and I promoted the herbarium and library as an important resource to

the SMUcommunity, to Dallas, and to the scientific community at large. Wehad consistent visitors and users

of the herbarium and library from on campus and off. I regularly processed loans of herbarium specimens to

researchers, assisted with interlibrary loans, and regularly edited manuscript submissions and published Sida.

The journal was an international journal of systematic botany and was being distributed internationally. Bill

and I struggled with annual budget cuts by the SMUadministration, and this included my receiving an annual
dismissal letter every year for four or five years straight. SMUwas looking at a variety of alternatives for closing
the herbarium and library to save money and gain space. Bill was an unflagging optimist and resourceful, and
he always found a way to keep meon the job and to keep the SMUHerbarium open for business. To suppor t the
annual budget, we took on botanical consulting jobs together, we wrote funding proposals, and took the her-
barium on the road, if you will, to generate awareness and support. Those were the days we started recording
in detail every phone call, every visitor, and every request on and off campus to provide at least some tangible
justification for keeping the herbarium and botany library open and functioning. Bill kept the closure of the

herbarium at bay for a few years through contract

work, but still that didn’t seem to be enough, and by

the mid-1980s, budgets were even tighter and space

on campus was at a premium. All the efforts to sup-

port the herbarium and library ultimately failed, or

at least they weren’t seen as enough, and SMUstart-

ed again to seriously consider alternatives for the

herbarium and library. Ultimately, SMUplaced its

herbarium and library on permanent loan first to

the Dallas Civic Garden Center and finally to a

group of citizens in Fort Worth who had the vision

and determination to set up a nonprofit called the

Botanical Research Institute of Texas that would ac-

cept and care for the Shinners collections.

Thank goodness for failures. Garrison Keillor

said to the Harvard chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, . . it

William F. Mahlef, )1 March 2012, atttie new BRIT facility, Fort Worth, Texas, j?

f ° r y° U “ thinkabout the ^fils
Failure is essential, a form of mortality. Without
failure, we have a poor sense of reality. In a nutshell,
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myadvice is Go, and have a crisis,” as if to say,

ane day that will stave off a crisis of greater

magnitude. Garrison was right. Those 1980s

:rises at SMUsomehow, some way, prepared

Bill and mefor reality, and ultimately, with as-

sistance from Bill’s student Andrea McFadden,

to establish BRIT in 1987 as a free-standing

1987-1992 (Brighter Days)

The first 17 years of mybotanical caret

Bill Mahler at SMUare a source of en

memories, priceless photos, and roller-i

F. Mahler, 31 March 2012, atthenew BRIT facility, Fort Worth, Texas, i

s 25 years of age a

Edward P. Bass, and Lindsay Holland.

t SMU, and 1 was so impressionable in those early years; Bill’s presence was such a positive influence. 1 fondly

tersonal confidence, persistence, compassion, integrity, and loyalty, all of which touched and

ter botanist, colleague, editor, and individual for having known and worked with

Bill from 1975 to 1987 and even beyond. WhenBRIT was formed in 1987, Bill retired from SMU. Thus 1987 was

a new beginning, and I had the benefit and joy to work another five years with a dear friend and colleague.

After a happenstance meeting in June 1987, with an international real estate broker (Theodore McAlister)

and a client of his who had a large tract of Costa Rican timber to sell, the benefits of failure began to truly ma-

terialize. At this time, the SMUherbarium and its library had been placed on permanent loan to the Dallas

Civic Garden Center, but the arrangement wasn’t working out. After that early June meeting with Mr. McAli-

Texas. BRIT was established as nonprofit corporation in Texas on October 2, 1987. With a staff of three people

and a board of trustees, BRIT was on its way. Bill was director, I was curator/librarian/editor, and Andrea Mc-

Fadden was executive director. BRIT had a presence in Fort Worth, but the herbarium, library and staff were

still housed in the basement of the SMUscience library. The search began for a new home in Fort Worth and,

through the support of its board, BRIT moved into a turn-of-the-century restored warehouse near downtown.

The basis of BRIT at this time was the Lloyd Shinners Collections in Systematic Botany and Sida, of which Bill

was still publisher and owner. Before the move to Fort Worth, the first two years of BRIT’s existence (1987-

1989) were formative and trying times for all of the staff and the new BRIT board. There were successes and

failures, but surely we would not face another? Our destiny was truly in our own hands. It is hard to see the

benefits of failure when you are experiencing crises. Bill Mahler always saw the glass as half full and never let

anything really get him down. At one point in the early life of BRIT, the payroll could not be met, and yes, none

other than Bill, lent money to the fledgling institution so work could continue. Years later Bill was repaid. He

always believed there were brighter days ahead, and it was so, and Bill got to enjoy and see the future of BRIT in

its new building, which opened in 2011. In February 1993, Dr. Sy Sohmer assumed directorship of BRIT and

Bill became director emeritus. Bill and Lorene retired to his hometown, Iowa Park. Iowa Park was on the route

I took to visit myfamily in Oklahoma, and that meant an occasional visit with Bill there.

Myday-to-day interaction with Bill ceased with his second retirement, in 1992. Aside from myvisits with

Bill in Iowa Park, I got to see him regularly in Fort Worth at BRIT events. In 1995, BRIT began an annual fund-

1995
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through 2009 Bill and his wife were guests at the

gala. He and Lorene purchased tickets and often

brought friends to Fort Worth to join them; Bill and

his wife were always recognized at the event. The

years of hard work, along with the trials and tribula-

tions that came with keeping BRIT alive and going

forward, were truly recognized. Over the years, Bill

slowed down, and, in 2010 he was unable to make the

trip. I’ll never forget attending the 2010 banquet and

not seeing Bill and his wife there. I took home with

meone of the beautiful floral table arrangements and

made a visit the very next day to Iowa Park. I proudly

gave Lorene the floral arrangement and a copy of the

program, and enjoyed myvisit with them. The 2009

for Bill, his family, the BRIT board and staff, ;

d. The new green building was more than anyone had dreamed
more than anyone could have envisioned on October 2, 1987, the day it was established as a nonprofit. Sine
t en, almost 27 years ago, it was a dream of the early founders, supporters, board members, and staff that on
day the BRIT collections would move to the dynamic Fort Worth Cultural District. For all of us, but especially

an
^

*”s fe m* ly
’ Ntoy 15. 2011, will be a day t° remember. He was proud of BRIT, and everyone was proud

of Bill and his perseverance.

The last day Bill visited BRIT was March 31, 2012, wilh his family by his side. Bill was still of sound mind
and sptnt but needed a little help getting around. It was a very special day that will live forever with him, his
amily, and BRIT fnends. It was a reunion of the two early board members Lindsay Holland (from Midland),

t e first president of BRIT, and Ed Bass (from Fort Worth), vice president of BRIT, Andrea McFadden (from
Seattle), BRITs first executive director, and me (curator/editor/librarian). It was a homecoming that started
with a wonderful lunch in a new boardroom and concluded after two hours of touring and talking about the
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new BRIT. Weshared stories about BRIT’s early years at SMUand its first home in Fort Worth (Tindall Ware-

house, a restored tum-of-the-century building), where it was located from 1993 until 2011).

Mymemory of Bill lives on, and I’ll be forever grateful for what he gave me. His memory at BRIT is re-

flected in more ways than one. His portrait hangs in the BRIT library adjacent to that of Lloyd Shinners, whose

collections are the heart and soul of the Botanical Research Institute of Texas. It almost never fails that when I

walk into the BRIT library, 1 look over at Bill and Lloyd and smile, and in myheart, I say, “Well done, thou good

and faithful servants. Thank you.”

—Barney L. Lipscomb, Fort Worth


